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A renaissance in art is doubtless proceeding in the Soviet
Union akin to that which took place at the Renaissance in
Italy and at the Revolution in France. We are too near
to it as yet to realize its full significance.

Of course there is the question of the freedom of art in
the Soviet Union. Criticisms can be made in many
directions, and have been made, and should be weighed.
Here, as elsewhere, I have preferred to signal out what seem
to me to be the new and creative elements in Soviet theory
and practice; others in plenty have added the criticisms.

We might in this connexion, however, profitably weigh
the words of the American musical critic who waid, " The
security and inspiring environment of Soviet musical
composers make them the envy of their colleagues every-
where ". It is security and stability which give the basis of
freedom, and an exhilarating environment gives an incen-
tive to the exercise of freedom in the creation of new art
forms. And if the Soviet Union has at times appeared to
thwart, or at least discourage, new art forms which it felt
to be dangerous to the national stability, that was because
the stability of the Government against foes without and
within was not yet achieved,

England was never more free than when unthreatcned
and supremely strong. It is today, when threatened on
every side, that films like " Professor Mamlock ", or plays
like " Green Pastures " are banned by the censor.

As the Soviet Union grows more secure we may well
suppose that its freedom will grow more generous.

But even today it is only one section of the Soviet artists
who feel thwarted. Artists whose life had been Jived in a
former order naturally feel the constraint of an order with
which they are unfamiliar and unsympathetic. But in
general it is perhaps true to say that the art of these artists
is not in general desired. The censorship which refuses to
publish it only acts like the reader of an English publishing
firm whose function is to gauge what the reading public
demand and what consequently may be published without
incurring financial loss.

Censorship, however, differs in the Soviet Union from
censorship here. There is no exact parallel to our Lord